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WOQODCHURCH T.R.U.S.T \

ON GOING CONCERNS

Repairs & Renovations
How has money been spent

Housing Allocation
Library Closure

Residential Parking
Problem Neighbours
Events for “Good Kids”
Where’s the “Tidy Up”
Deliveries/Parking Hoole Rd
Bookies Hoole Rd

Actions

e Meeting held 14th April over
repairs & renovations for ten-
ants experiencing problems

o Audit has been asked for to see
how money has been utilized

e Preferred Allocation for estab-
lished residents and their fami-
lies in need of rehousing is
being highlighted. Hazel Blears
White paper for community's
address these issues and we
want Council and other Agen-
cies to take this issue on board
further

o Council still has not addressed
this parking problem properly

e Speaking to various bodies
over the “Good Kids” feeling
left out

e The promised “Tidy Up” is still
going ahead, but no time scale
agreed as yet

e Letters need to be sent to the
shops which do not use the
unloading facility to the rear of
Hoole Rd

o Further evidence needed con-
cerning the problems outside
these premises before talking to
owners

Further details and information of
these and other issues can be
found on our website

www.woodchurchtrust.com

You can also express your
viewpoint about local matters
on our website.

The T.RUS.T held a public
meeting for residents and ten-
ants affected by various housing
issues, including repairs and
renovations that have been
implemented throughout the
Estate under Wirral Partnership

Homes and Wirral Homes.

Brain Simpson the CEO of Wir-
ral Partnership Homes and Alan
Stennard both listened and tried
to address some of the issues
that people have had to deal
with. Local Labour MP Stephen
Heseford hosted proceedings
and made sure that residents
got to put their issues across.
We were also joined by Andy
Downton from Wirral Buzz
who broadcast news of the
meeting earlier in the day for
any people who had missed the

posters around the estate.

Dougie Woods who is a
T.R.US.T member along with
Damian McGregor our Vice
Chair have been collating resi-
dents problems over the past
few months. The theme seems
to be the same throughout all
these cases, a total lack of com-
munication and difficulty getting
problems resolved. The
T.R.US.T will be meeting with
WPH to examine all the cases
that have been collected on
behalf of residents who could
not get to the meeting. The
residents who did attend got to
air their particular problems,
which were noted and will be
taken up by the relevant depart-

ments.

In general the meeting was con-
structive even with the sheer

Houghton Road Roundabout

frustration that residents showed
because of their experiences in

getting someone to listen and act
on issues that have affected them

quite badly.

Alan Stennard went to great
lengths to explain the Govern-
ment Legislation for Choice Let-
tings rather than the old points
system which a lot of people felt
was a fairer and easier system to
understand as everyone was on a
level playing field. It was pointed
out that when this new system
was implemented people who had
waited many years had lost out.
This was denied, although there
are many who will testify that this
was the case based on personal

experience.

The Choice Letting System is
supposed to be fairer than the
old system; many residents think
that this is not the case and
stated their experience when
trying to access a property. Both
Brian Simpson and Alan Stennard
explained the amount of housing
stock that is actually available is
minimal for the amount of people
who need to be re housed and
cited cases that supported the
reality of the housing stock avail-

ability.

This debate lead to suggestions of
how to address some of the
problems that tenants are facing
which included identifying people
who have single occupancy in
homes designed for families when
WPH carried out a survey on the
occupancy levels about 78% re-
sponded giving an estimated
figure of approx 12% for under

occupancy.

-—Housing Repairs & Renovations

House swaps or exchanges was
another issues that was discussed
and could be a viable way of deal-
ing with some of the housing is-
sues on the estate, there is a fairly
large percentage of housing stock
that is kept for homelessness and
emergency housing. A member of
the meeting claimed that he was
homeless and still could not access
any form of housing and had re-
ceived no help when trying to talk
to the different housing agencies.
There was also an instance of a
separated male whose children
have to sleep on the floor, other
circumstances are families with
different sex children having to
share because of the lack of

houses.

One of the main problems con-
cerning houses on this estate is
that there a significant lack of
turnover, the houses being built
on Home Farm Road will be ready
in approx 14 months January 2010
and contrary to local gossip these

houses have not been allocated.

There are 13,000 houses across
the borough and WPH allocate
approx 1,000 per annum as op-
posed to 500 per annum with

other housing agencies.

The T.R.US.T will continue to
address residents issues that affect
the quality of life of where we live,
your views about the area are
important to the future develop-
ment. Your ideas and views can
make a difference, so have your
say directly or through our web-

site .

On February 21st 09 the Wood-
church T.RUS.T, LA2I, The

~ = Pemberton Organic Planters,

; ~ Neighbourhood Management,
Streetscene and Dave Smith from
e | the Pemberton Methodist Centre
gathered to revamp the round-

about at Houghton Rd.
The reason that this roundabout

was considered as a project is because it is one of the main entrances to the estate.

At the present time regardless of what we actually need for this estate the only funding available
to us has been environmental, so we looked at areas that could benefit from it. We are trying
to get the other roundabout at the end of Home Farm Road done at a later stage as all the

plans are in place.

Most people we have spoken to like the idea of having a sign or Christmas tree planted on the

roundabout—so we will have to see what is feasible later on.



A.G.M
|8th May 09
Methodist Centre
Pemberton Rd
6.30pm

Woodchurch T.R.U.S.T

Secretary of State steps in
over Library €losures

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport Andrew Burnham has stopped the
Council's proposed closures of |1 Libraries,
he has ruled before any closures go ahead
there will have to be a full enquiry into
every aspect of the cost cutting. Thanks to
all our members who have signed petitions
and have given their support, this issue is
ongoing and we still need to make sure the

€are Homes Threat

people with dementia or mental disorder.

conditions.

Councillors have warned that the situation is “a potential time bomb” there has been a 24%
fall in Wirral between 2004 and 2008 — meaning 157 fewer places at care homes for older

The latest plans have caused an outcry among home owners, with around 150 Wirral care
home owners and staff lobbying a meeting of Wirral Council's ruling cabinet in protest. The
proposed cuts in their fees would lead to closures and result in many elderly people facing
eviction. These plans are across the board not just the elderly, and many families will suffer
from these planned cutbacks. Wirral has an ever increasing population of elderly with age
related conditions, these services are essential and the council’s idea of trying to keep people
in their own homes or to provide more community resources would not or could not be
measured against the professional services and care that are required for more specialised

Gammon with leeks

INGREDIENTS:

| or 2 potatoes, very thinly sliced
| leek, trimmed and thinly sliced
300ml chicken stock
| tsp coriander seeds
2 gammon steaks or slices

| tsp Dijon mustard

PREPARATION:
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Put the potato, leek, chicken stock and coriander

« seeds in a_frying pan or wok and season with black
« pepper. Boil for 6 minutes until the vegetables are
« just tender. Put the gammon on top of the vegeta-
* bles and cook for a further 6 minutes.

:Heat a grill to High and place the pan under the grill
, to finish cooking the gammon. Stir the mustard into
.the sauce, or serve it on the side if you prefer.

This super-speedy dish can be on the table in just 15
minutes. Easily doubled for 4

“To the optimist, the glass is half full.
5 To the pessimist, the glass is half empty.
. To the project manager, the glass is twice as
. big as it needs

pressure stays on.

Community Events

Health Services

21st April 09
Neighbourhood Manage-
ment and Reach Out are
organising a Health Ser-
vices day. Time listed as
12.30pm - 3.30pm ser-
vices such as Wirral Mind,
Social Partnership, Gan-
ney's Meadow, Wirral

What was the point of t

The community allotments were senselessly
vandalised, if you know something about this
please let the police know.

The people responsible would be the first to
shout about it if it was their families property
getting wrecked.

Do not let a small minority wreck things for
people who have worked incredibly hard for
the benefit of the community get away with
causing damage.

Want to do something different?

There are many agencies and groups working
here on the Woodchurch to help residents
across all age groups and levels. Please look at

what is available to help you —they can make a
big difference.
OR

If you have a few hours once a month there
are a lot of community groups that have differ-
ent focuses for improving the Woodchurch
Estate and would value your support.

Write to us:
Woodchurch T.R.U.S.T

c/o Woodchurch Methodist Church
Pemberton Road,

CH49 8JL
Contact Us
Telephone 0752 266 8960
_or email us via
www.woodchurchtrust.com

Working for Health,
Remploy, Beauty thera-
pists and Sencia are at-
tending with more organi-
sations invited.

.. Community Market
2nd May 09

A community market and
boot sale will be held at
Woodchurch High, Sports
Hall approx 4 times a year.

This will be the first one and
has approx 20 stalls selling
goods, ring Neighbourhood
Management on 678 7844 for
further detail

Monday 11th May 09
1-3pm

Come and Join us to
celebrate the opening of the
Community Allotment Ex-
tension opposite the Method-
ist Centre on Pemberton Rd.

Plant a basket of summer
colour for £3.00.
Cream teas and other stalls
will be available at the
Methodist Centre.




